of some clinical interest. Professor Foldes' chapter on "Enzymes of Acetylcholine Metabolism" is written with clarity and understanding of the clinician's point of view. I also found the chapter on "The Cyclic AMP System" by Lubos Triner of interest. The chapter on "The Interaction of Anaesthetic Agents with Hepatic Microsomal Enzymes" and the section "Malignant Hyperthermic Myopathy" are also worth consultation by F.F.A. candidates.
Although the references are extensive the most recent ones date from 1974 which will detract from the value of the book as source material. None the less it deserves a place on the teaching hospital or university book shelf, but hardly at the anaesthetist's bedside.
T. A. TORDA.
Respiratory Function of the Lung and its
Control. By Fred S. Grodins and Stanley M. Yamashiro. Published (1978) by Macmillan Publishing Co. Inc., New York.
The size and title of this book might suggest that its 148 soft bound pages contain for the novice a painless introduction to respiratory physiology, or for the clinician a concise account of the subject. However, if seeking a qualitative treatment of respiratory physiology, look elsewhere. In this book the authors, from the Department of Biomedical Engineering in the University of Southern California, present the respiratory system as a "metabolic servomechanism designed to match pulmonary and metabolic gas exchange rates".
An introductory survey of the system is followed by a concise presentation of the Gas Laws reinforced wHh a page of numerical problems for the reader to solve. The next four chapters analyze the components of the system and the titles "The Ventilatory Apparatus", "The Pulmonary Gas Exchanger", "Tissue Gas Exchange" and "Blood Buffers and Acid-Base Balance". The content is consistently mathematical, revolving around no less than 95 numbered equations, supplemented by clear and well annotated illustrations.
In the final chapter the authors enlarge on their overall view of the control of respiratory function. The language is that of systems analysis with terms such as "unit process", "closed loop pattern" and "plant law" introduced one-by-one, and illustrated with (progressively more complex) block diagrams. However, when the concepts are translated into mathematical language, the resulting equations fail even to predict the long-known effect of Pa02 on the ventilatory response to CO2 (p 119).
The book will appeal to the mathematically adept in search of an integrated view of the control of respiration.
B.HoRAN.
Principles and Practice of Obstetric Anaesthesia.
J. Selwyn Crawford; Blackwell Scientific
Publications (212 Beckley St., Carlton; Vic. 3053); $49.95; 240 x 160; p. 392.
Following hard upon the visits of Professor Bonica and Dr. Moir and the highly successful meeting in Melbourne last November, the arrival of Crawford's Fourth Edition completes a feast that should satisfy the most avid appetite for information on obstetrical anaesthesia.
Four editions in nineteen years is evidence of the rapid advances that have been made in this specialty as well as the 'author's extraordinary energy and devotion to his subject. .
The Fourth Edition, with almost 400 pages, is 25 % larger than its predecessor, an increase that is spread over all of the eight chapters.
Dr. Crawford believes that an anaesthetist should be thoroughly conversant with all aspects of maternal and placental physiology. The first three chapters, entitled The Mother; Placental Physiology; and The Placenta,Drugs and The-Fetus, provide a wealth of up-ta-date information on these SUbjects. He has coined the term "third sex" for a pregnant woman, because of her significant differences from her nonpregnant sisters in most physiological parameters, her responses to pathological processes and her capacity for recovery.
After these three basic chapters, all the clinical aspects of anaesthesia for the obstetric patient are discussed in great detail. There is no doubt that Crawford is responsible to a large extent for the enormous increase in the use of regional analgesia in the United Kingdom over the last ten years. The description of lumbar epidural blocks is on a very practical basis, and it is hard to find any aspect that is not dealt with in minute detail. Rather surprising to Australian anaesthetists is his use of the Macintosh balloon and a "test dose" of 2 ml of 1 % lignocaine. HOOK REVIEWS Epidurals are strongly recommended for breech labour and delivery. This is a change of mind since the last edition and is supported by considerable evidence of benefit to the infant. He contends that the poor condition of infants born by assisted breech delivery may be due to a prolonged period in lithotomy with no attempt to prevent aorto-caval compression. Similarly, he suggests that the poor condition of the second twin may be partly explained by the same mechanism. It appears that the use of the Crawford wedge will spread from the Caesarean theatre to the labour ward.
The routine use of oral antacids again is advocated strongly in a section on general anaesthesia. "If an obstetric patient dies or is disabled as a result of acid aspiration and an appropriate regimen of antacid prophylaxis was not provided for her, the responsibility for her death must rest squarely with the anaesthetists in effective or nominal charge of the Department concerned" -strong material in the hands of a militant lawyer at an inquest.
Apart from purely anaesthetic topics, there are sections about various obstetrical conditions of which anaesthetists should have a sound working knowledge -pre-eclampsia and eclampsia, abnormal presentations, coagulopathies -and a whole chapter on neonatal resuscitation. This is an invaluable book for all anaesthetic trainees. It contains all l'he information that they require. In addition, each chapter is supplied with an impressive number of relevant and up-to-date references. One could criticise Crawford's laborious literary style and his penchant for long involved sentences, but in all other respects, this is the leading text on its subject. When the first edition of this monograph appeared in 1974 it was hailed as an outstanding contribution to the literature concerned with the management of chronic pain. There had been other publications in this field such as Bonica's classic, The Management of Pain. which concentrated on the techniques of pain relief, but few had emphasized the muIti-disciplinary approach to pain control which has been responSibLe for the great improvement in results obtained in this difficult area.
This second edition is an updating of the original, incorporating some expansion of the chapters on the Neurophysiological Basis of Pain (Carmon), Peripheral Nerve Blocks (Churcher) and Sympathetic Blocks (Challenger). There is a new comprehensive chapter by Long on the Relief of Pain by ElectricaL Stimulation. As with the first edition there is an impressive list of contributors including Merskey, Bonica, Foldes and the editor Swerdlow himself, to re-inforce the authority of the text.
Since the release of the first edition there has been a great increase of interest in the field of pain control characterized by the widespread establishment of Pain Clinics, which Swerdlow refers to as "medicine's new growth industry".
The demand for monographs of this type has increased accordingly and this new addition should prove even more popular than the first.
Relief of Intractable Palfl is highly recommended to those who are unfamiliar with the field of pain control, but who would like to develop some interest in that area. It is also an invaluable reference book, with extensive b;bliographies, for those actively involved in pain relief centres. It is somewhat less useful, however, to those seeking comprehensive descriptions of therapeutic techniques. This is because the overall emphasis of the text is on the principles involved in pain relief rather than the details of the procedures employed. Professor Wyant has written an outstanding book describing the manifold mishaps which have occurred to anaesthetists. It is very readable and should be compulsory reading for all practising anaesthetists. Only by reading a book like this can anaesthetists be alerted to the hazards inherent in their equipment and improve their chances of recognizing the hazardous situation when it arises.
The book considers misadventures relating to pipelines, the anaesthetic machine, the
